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HENRY FORD AND THE SPOFFORD SAWMILL

When the western part of Rowley became a
separate parish in 1731, many more families
began moving to the area. This was good news
for house builders like Abner Spofford. With a
need for lumber to build the homes, Abner
decided to build a sawmill on his land on
Andover Street. The water-powered “up-and-
down” style mill was constructed circa 1740 on
Lufkin’s brook and did brisk business in the fast
growing community.

Abner Spofford was well known and actively involMadhe community. He was captain of the local
militia in 1743, a church deacon, and the fathemioé children, several of whom also became house
builders and millwrights. Abner kept working urtif 77, when he was tragically killed in a fall irshi
sawmill at age 73.

The mill remained in the Spofford family until
1861, when it was purchased by Charles R. Westdn an
his cousin, George S. Weston. The Weston family
continued to own and operate the historic mill lunti
1925.

Auto manufacturer Henry Ford was a collector of
Americana. He envisioned a “Village Green” style
living-history museum and began purchasing historic
buildings to be dismantled and reconstructed imbis
village. Mr. Ford learned of the old mill in Geotgen,

; ~ ‘ . one of the last of its kind still in operation. Towner,
Ida Morse (daughter of Charles R. Weston) was

contacted, and eventually a sale was negotiategl. Th

old mill and its machinery were dismantled and

placed on railroad cars for shipment to Michigan.

A new mill was designed and constructed using
the original machinery and an original support
beam. Although neither a reconstruction nor a
replica, it is still known as the Spofford Sawmitl.
can be seen today at Henry Ford’s Greenfield
Village Museum in Dearborn, Michigan.

(Photos courtesy of Louise Richardson) Workers dismantle the old sawmill machinery



GEORGE IS BACK!

The portrait of George Peabody has been restordetunrned to the
Georgetown Peabody Library. Funding for this projeas approved at
the 2016 Town Meeting through the Community Prestgon Act. The
work was done by Oliver Brothers Art Restoration &onservation.

For more information on this wealthy philanthropdto provided
the funds for our first town library, see our Wing915 GHS newsletter
at: http://georgetownhistoricalsociety.com/Newslet20d45 1.pdf

SAVE THE DATE!

Mark your calendars foFuesday, April 25", from 5-9 p.m, when
GHS will be hosting a fundraiser at Flatbread PinzGeorgetown at the
Black Swan Country Club. For every large or smedza sold, Flatbread
will donate a portion of the sale to Georgetowntéfisal Society.

Visit our GHS table and test your knowledge of qumis with our
“What is it?” challenge, buy Red Sox raffle tickets sign up for a free
house history.

We hope you will join us for some delicious Flatdd pizza and a fun evening with family and
friends.

ANTIQUES APPRAISAL DAY

It's spring cleaning time again, a great time tonge of
all that old stuff cluttering up your attic, baserher
garage. But wait, haven’t you wondered if those old
“family heirlooms” are worth anything? Do you suspe
that garage sale find may be worth much more tloan y
paid? If so, we welcome you to have your treasures
verbally appraised at our third annéadtiques Appraisal
Day. We once again welcome the entertaining and
informative antiques appraisBan Meaderof Mcinnis
Auctioneers. The event will be held at the First
Congregational Church of Georgetown®aturday, May 20" from 10-1. Admission is free, but for
those wishing to have items appraised, the cail jger item with a limit of three items per person.

THE SCHOONER FAME

Join us orTuesday, May 2% at 7 p.m.as we welcome
Captain Michael Rutstein of the Schooner FAME, |ladaale
replica of a Salem privateer from the War of 18%8ptain
Rutstein is the author of two books about the \arwill be
discussing privateers, the War of 1812, and thilimg of the
FAME replica in Essex.

The presentation will take place in the meetingmaw the
Georgetown Peabody Library.



BROCKLEBANK MUSEUM OPENING DAY

The Brocklebank Museum will be opening for the s@asnJune
25" and will be open every Sunday through Columbus Begkend
from 2-5 p.m.and other days and times by appointment. Comekchec
out our newest acquisitions and d&arly Businesses of Georgetown
exhibit. Admission is always free to current GHSmers.

BE A TOUR GUIDE - GET AL FREEENHA PASS!

If you are interested in local history and enjoyetiveg and talking to people, you should consider
joining our Brocklebank Museum tour-guiding teaihis fun and easy—no memorization or wearing of
costumes is required. You get to choose the Sungaysvish to work. This is also a great opportuiy
high school students looking to earn Community Bergredits. As an added incentiagyone who

volunteers at least 10 hours with GHS this year wikeceive an Essex National
Heritage Area Volunteer Reciprocal PassThis enables you to get into over 60
Essex County historic sites including such popuéarues as the Crane Estate, the
House of Seven Gables, and the Peabody Essex Musesotutely FREEIf you

are interested in volunteering or would like marormation, please contact
Georgetown Historical Society President Chris Céeysat 978-352-7364 or
e-mail her at: info@georgetownhistoricalsociety.com

SUPPORT GHS PROJECT AT TOWN MEETING

New England winters have taken their toll on theeggr of the
Brocklebank Museum, and it is time to have it paahagain. The
Georgetown Historical Society has requested $15{@00
Community Preservation Act historical preservafiamds to have
rotted areas repaired, and to have the buildingpscd, primed and
painted. We hope you will show your support of ghigject afTown
Meeting on May ' at 7 p.m.

RED SOX TICKETS RAFFLE

Once again, we have received a generous donatondne of our members of
two tickets to the Red Sox vs. Orioles gamedaigust 25". Raffle tickets will be
available this summer at the Brocklebank Museumadradir upcoming GHS events.
The cost will be $5 each or 3 for $10.

GENEALOGY PROGRAM AT LIBRARY

OnMonday, May 15" at 6:30 p.m, professional genealogist Seema Kenny
will be discussing Internet Genealogical Reseandhé Georgetown Peabody
Library meeting room. She will show the audiencee®earching techniques and
will share a list of 40 websites for finding vigthtistics and other useful
information to help us better understand the lwkesur ancestors.



WAYS YOU CAN HELP GHS

Bring your reusable bags when shopping at Crodidgsket in Georgetown.
Crosby's “Bagging for the Environment” program amemes good environmental
practices by cutting down on disposable bags wielping local charities. Just
bring your reusable bags and ask for your tokdmes) put them in the GHS canister
on the shelf in the front of the store. GHS wilkkeesze a small donation for every token collectedigh
October 2017.
Does your employer have a charitable giving progratake your annual
contribution go even further by enrolling in yowngpany's program.
Do your online shopping through Amazon's “Amazonil&hprogram at
smile.amazon.corand chose Georgetown Historical Society as yosigtated
charity. Amazon will donate a small percentageamirysale to GHS at no extra cost
to you.

HELLOS AND GOOD-BYES

We extend a warm welcome to the following peopl®whve joined GHS in the past few months:
Craig Mabius and Kim Sarno, Bill and Linda Monr&eank Phillips, Sandra Martin, Elizabeth and Jeff
Wade, and Kelly and Scott Russell. Special thamksud to GHS member Betty Hastings
who has been doing a great job recruiting her rmmghto join GHS and get free histories
of their historic Georgetown homes.

We were saddened to learn of the death of long-@&H& member Carol Pierce on
March 8. She and her husband, Norm, who passed away i 2@te active volunteers
for GHS for many years.

Carol Pierce

TIME TO RENEW YOUR GHS MEMBERSHIP!

Thank you to all our members who have already isetiteir membership renewals! If you have
not yet renewed your membership for 2017, we hapewill do so very soon. All annual
memberships expire on Decembef'31

A membership form is included with this newslettaryour convenience, or you can pay online
by visiting our websitewww.georgetownhistoricalsociety.caoamd clicking on “Join the Society.” If
you are unsure of your membership status, pleasaileds ainfo@georgetownhistoricalsociety.com

We are looking forward to another great year, amgehyou will be a part of it!

DON'T FORGET...

April 25, 5-9 p.m. Flatbread Pizza fundraiser to benefiSGH

May 1, 7 p.m. Town Meeting. Show your support for GH§uest for CPA
funding

May 15, 6:30 p.m. Talk on Internet Genealogy Researc¢beatrgetown
Peabody Library

May 20, 10-1 GHS Antiques Appraisal day at First Congtiegal Church

May 23, 7 p.m. Talk on Privateers and the War of 181@edrgetown Peabody
Library

June 25 2-5 p.m. Brocklebank Museum opens for the season
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